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eality TV star Abby Lee
Miller, of Dance Moms
fame, will go to jail for a
year after she was found
guilty of bankruptcy fraud.
But the stint in a US federal
prison may not sound the
death knoll to her career,

experts claim. The Pittsburgh dance teacher, 
who became famous for harshly criticising her 
young students and having screaming matches 
with their mothers, is responsible for launching 
the career of teen dance sensation, Maddie 
Zeigler, 15, and inspiring a generation of young 
girls to dance.

With her reputation in the dance world 
cemented, her time in jail may even propel 
her career further, says Australian image expert 
Jon Michail.

“Your reputation is everything, so Abby Lee
has some work to do to come back from this,” 
the CEO of Image Group International tells 
BW Magazine. 

“But we’re living in a time where it is possible
to re-position yourself after a fall from grace, as 
long as you follow a few guidelines. Firstly, she 
must admit she’s screwed up and show a little 
vulnerability. And secondly, she has to show 
she is willing to make amends.”

The showbiz matriarch must be getting some
good advice, as she happily stopped to speak 
with waiting media outside the Philadelphia 
courtroom where she received her sentence
this week. In a statement to the court, Miller 
read: “I’m certainly ashamed to be meeting you 
for the first time in this manner. I’m very sorry 
for what I’ve done, my name has been dragged 
through the mud.”

The prosecution in Miller’s case claimed she
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Miller with some of 
the cast from Dance 
Moms, and, above, 
after her sentencing 
hearing.
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Miller and her famous student 

Maddie Ziegler at the MTV 
Music Awards in 2014.

attempted to conceal $750,000 in revenue 
from bankruptcy creditors and that she 
smuggled $120,000 in Australian dollars into
the US following a national dance tour here 
with her young co-stars in 2014. She pleaded 
guilty to these charges last year. Along with 
her sentence, Miller has been fined $40,000 
and will be on probation for two years 
following her release from prison.

Miller will start her sentence of one year
and one day towards the end of June and it 
was reported in the US that with 10 months
of good behaviour, she may be eligible to 
enter a halfway house to serve out the rest 
of her sentence.

Miller, who’s famous for spouting the 
catchphrase “everyone’s replaceable”, has 
launched some significant young careers. 
Zeigler starred in Australian singer Sia’s 
award-winning film clips, was the voice of one 
of the characters in the recent animated movie, 
Ballerina, and has had guest roles in 
Nickelodeon tween show, Nicky, Ricky, Dicky 
And Dawn. Her sister, Mackenzie, who 
appeared on Dance Moms from the first 
episode, had chart topping success with her 
debut album in 2014, while castmate Nia Sioux 
appeared in the off-Broadway production of 
Trip Of Love. 

Miller took to Instagram in March to 
announce her retirement from the show she 
helped create in 2011. In her usual outspoken 
manner, Miller blasted the show’s producers, 
writing: “I don’t have a problem working with 
any kid, I love children and have dedicated my 
life to making other people’s children 
successful. I just have a problem with being 
manipulated, disrespected and used by men 
who never took a dance lesson in their lives.” Despite the sentencing hearing

hanging over her head, Miller
soon after announced she was
having gastric sleeve weight loss
surgery and documented the

surgery on her You Tube channel on April 28.
Con Stavros, associate professor in 

marketing at Melbourne’s RMIT, says there’s
a well-worn formula for fallen celebrities to get 
back on the public’s good side.

“She needs to be honest and open and 
very engaging about what she has done,” 
Stavros says.

“She will likely do her time then hop on the
talk show circuit and revive her career from 
there. She has the credibility of the dance 
industry behind her and now is her opportunity 
to show a different side to her personality. Look 
at Martha Stewart, she went in for insider 
trading and when she came out she was a 
bigger brand than ever before, with new 
endorsement deals and two new television 
shows. If Miller plays her cards right, there 
could be future reality TV shows, a film and 
book deal and even a new career in public 
speaking. She will, over time, come back.” 
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